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Planning a Successful Family Reading Event 
Tips, Tricks, and How-Tos 

 
A fun and successful Family Reading Event (FRE) is one of the best ways to increase participation in 

the Kids Read Now summer reading program! Your school’s FRE should be designed to create 

excitement for the students and disseminate vital information to guardians. There are several 

variables that determine how to plan your school’s FRE such as number of students participating, 

location of the event, and resources needed. We know you are busy, so we have created this easy-

to-follow FRE planning guide with exciting FRE ideas! 

 
STUDENT POPULATION SIZE AND LOCATION 

You will need to consider how many of your school’s students are participating in the KRN 

summer reading program. Smaller events could be held in a classroom or a section of the 

auditorium while larger events require more space. It is safe to assume that students who attend 

will be accompanied by at least one family member. Try to pick a location in your school that is 

easily recognizable (the auditorium, gym, or cafeteria), doesn’t require the movement of heavy 

furniture, and is close to entrances/exits and bathrooms. 

 

DATE AND TIME 
Choose a date for your FRE within the last two weeks of school and that does not overlap other 

school/district events such as sporting events or award ceremonies. Avoid dates that are directly 

next to a previously planned day off, such as Memorial Day, to help accommodate the families 

who may be traveling. Pick a broad enough time range to allow families with different work 

schedules to attend. 

 

EDUCATORS AND VOLUNTEERS 
Encourage educators of participating classes to attend the FRE and interact with students and 

their families. Teachers can help explain the students’ reading levels and their Wish List choices to 

guardians. Depending on the size and nature of your FRE, you may wish to enlist the help of 

volunteers to set up the room, serve refreshments, and complete other important tasks 

throughout the event. 

 

SUPPLIES AND RESOURCES 
Supplies and resources will vary dependent on the theme of your FRE. Light refreshments are 

recommended, especially if your FRE is around mealtime. Consider playing the KRN FRE video 

several times throughout your event. An internet connection, large screen/projector, and speakers 

may be needed! KRN will send the FRE student materials directly to your school. These materials 

include each student’s first 3 books and a Parent Guide separated in individual packages and 

organized by teacher and student last name. You will need to have a plan to distribute these 

packets to students who do not attend the FRE! Please see the KRN Community Engagement Kit 
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for quick and easy community fundraising tips. 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Attendance is one of the most important aspects of your FRE! Once you have set the date, time, 

and location details, make a plan to distribute this information to students and their families. Your 

FRE information should be distributed multiple times and in multiple ways. You can post flyers in 

the schools, send home flyers with students, utilize a mass messaging system with an automated 

phone call or email, post on social media or the school webpage, or reach out to families directly. 

Advertise your FRE multiple times and far enough in advance so families can plan to attend. 

 

STORYTIME 
Storytelling 
Who doesn’t love listening to a story? Inviting a dynamic storyteller to your Family Reading Event 

can entice students into a fun world where characters come to life and imaginations run wild. A 

storyteller is an excellent way to create excitement for the summer reading program! Consider 

inviting a storyteller who changes his/her voice for each character, brings puppets to act out the 

story, or engages the audience through questions. The storyteller can also repeat the story several 

times throughout the duration of your Family Reading Event for families who arrive late. After 

each story, invite students and families to enjoy refreshments and pick up their Family Reading 

Event materials bag with the first 1-3 books and the Parent Guide. Encourage students to read a 

book with their family and report it before they leave! 

 

To-Do 
 Determine approximate number of potential attendees  

 Set date and time 

 Determine and reserve location 

 Create a map of activities to plan out where everything will go, before the event. 

Consider how many tables/how much seating you have. Plan for flow of traffic as well. 

 Set up a cart or set of boxes in advance with everything that’s needed for each station. 

Make a sample of each activity to show your teachers at each station, families, and to 

ensure you know exactly which materials are needed.  

 Decide what are the academic goals for the semester/quarter/year and how do the 

activities support the goal as a strategy? 

 Ask teachers and volunteers to attend 

 Reserve/hire storyteller 
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• Instead of hiring a storyteller, think about recruiting older students who are 
involved in a drama program or AP English class. 

• See the KRN Community Buy-In Guide for easy and quick community fundraising 
ideas. 

 Advertise FRE to students and families (multiple times, multiple ways) 

 

Resources 
 Family Reading Event student materials (mailed to you from KRN) 

 Refreshments 

 Internet connection and large screen/projector to play KRN Family Reading Event video 

 

IMAGINATION STATIONS 
Summary 
Imagination stations are a great way to encourage students’ creativity and spark excitement for 

summer reading! You can include several stations for students and their families to visit such as a 

bookmark making station, a station to watch the Family Reading Event video provided by KRN, a 

reading station where the student can read a poem or short story to family members, a story 

writing station for students to brainstorm new story ideas, and a library card station for students 

to sign up for a local library card! Keep the stations stocked with supplies throughout the event to 

accommodate students and families who arrive late. When students have finished the stations, 

invite them and their families to enjoy refreshments and pick up their Family Reading Event 

materials bag with the first 3 books and the Parent Guide. Encourage students to read a book with 

their family and report it before they leave! 

 

To-Do 
 Determine approximate number of potential attendees  

 Set date and time 

 Determine and reserve location 

 Ask teachers and volunteers to attend 

 Advertise FRE to students and families (multiple times, multiple ways) 

 Invite the local library to participate and help sign up students for library cards 

 

Resources 
 Family Reading Event student materials (mailed to you from KRN) 
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 Refreshments 

 Internet connection and large screen/projector to play KRN Family Reading Event video 

 Paper, pencils, and markers to create bookmarks and stories 

 

Ideas 
● See the KRN Community Buy-In Guide for easy and quick community fundraising ideas. 

 

MORE ACTIVITY IDEAS 
 Family Reading Kits: Individualized kits with books, snacks, stickers, bookmarks, coloring and 

activity sheets, and other surprises are created for families to take home for FRN.  

 Co-sponsored and Partnership Events: Partner with larger organizations or corporations, 

colleges or universities, or other literacy groups, public libraries or school libraries. Examples: 

Literacy Coalitions, Publishers, RIF, First Book, etc.   

 Book-themed Events: Popular themes include sports, Rebecca Caudill books, camping, spies and 

detectives, fairy tales, Thanksgiving, health and nutrition, fitness, knights, a Day at the Beach, a 

safari, mysteries, cowboys/western, multicultural, transportation.  

 Bilingual Read Alouds: Favorite books are read page by page, first in English and then another 

language. Different stations can also be identified in English and another language.  

 Family Reading Club  

 Stations for modeling reading with families: 

• Reading Under the Stars:  A camp setting with tents, glow-in-the-dark stars, sleeping 

bags, lanterns and camp chairs is created for reading bedtime stories.  

• Read a Recipe and Make the Snack: A food snack families can make by following 

instructions 

 Reading Night Games/Activities: 

• Word Game Stations 

• First Lines of Books Contest: The first lines of favorite children’s books are read, and the 

children guess the name of the book.  

• Create a Project: Read a book about the small project to be made that evening. Read 

directions for the project as a family. Work together to create the project.  

• Build-a-Book: Participants create individual books from a kit and other materials.  

• A gross motor activity, often for word identification, decoding, or morphology. Get 

active! 

• A reading activity, where students read a short story and recreate highlights with their 

adults 

• A craft project – maybe a puppet or a diorama in response to a read aloud you 
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do/watch together 

• A writing activity where students respond to a book or create a story of their own using 

their imagination and/or materials on hand 

• A word building activity families can use their creativity to do together 

• A game families can create together at the event and play! 

• Reading books together using props you have handy or pick a theme!  
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